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Message from the Post-Doc Co-ordinator 
 

 

As Cosmopolitanism and the Local is entering into another term, it is again time for us to look 

at what we did in the past and what we are planning to do for the future. We have crossed a 

few boundaries in our attempt to build new partnerships and engage in new conversations. In 

August this year, we had a workshop at the Indian Institute for Advanced Studies in Shimla on 

the topic “Cosmopolitanism in the history of science” where we discussed a variety of issues 

ranging from basic questions starting from the meaning of cosmopolitanism to how practices 

and institutions emerge as a result of exchanges between idealised notions and local 

traditions. These exciting discussions took place in the monsoon-drenched foothills of the 

Himalayas, as some of the more stable and clear-cut notions of cosmopolitanism were found 

wanting while richer and more dynamic insights into the concept emerged as part of a 

conversation that consisted of scholars from India, Canada and Europe.  

 

This event was followed by a recently-concluded workshop at York University on the 

translational aspects of biotechnology, which addressed the political and social relevance of 

the results and practices in the broader scientific domain in question. Like the progress made 

in nuclear technology, climate science and computers, developments in biotechnology can 

radically change human beings and societies. Again we had a truly cosmopolitan symposium 

with scholars from Canada, India, Europe and the United States contributing to the discussion. 

The presence of highly experienced STS-ers as well as original thinkers located in the global 

south opened new vistas of thought necessary to engage with a rapidly changing world in 

which basic concepts such as nation-states are being re-examined. While he was in Toronto 

participating in the workshop, our partner, Sundar Sarukkai, was invited by York Centre for 

Asian Research to give a talk on “Science, Philosophy and Non-Western Traditions of 

Knowledge.” A lively discussion ensued. 

 

Our plans for the coming term include various public talks, an outreach event and planning 

sessions for further research on cosmopolitanism in science. Arun Bala, our partner from 

Singapore and author of Dialogue of Civilizations in the Birth of Modern Science will be 

speaking at King’s College on “Rethinking the Origins of the Scientific Revolution.”  Our 

outreach event will highlight the story of Srinivasa Ramanujan, the Indian mathematician 

whose genius was discovered by the British mathematician G.H. Hardy around the time of the 

first world war and the subject of a recent film The Man who Knew Infinity. Organized jointly 

with the Indian Students’ Association at Dalhousie University, this event will include talks by 

mathematicians who also understand the cultural specificities of Ramanujan’s story and panel 

discussions on the mathematician’s context and contributions. We are also looking at 

expanding the scope of our discussion by including scholars from other emerging countries of 

the developing world and by considering other possible venues.   

 

Jobin Kanjirakkat  
Post-doc Co-ordinator 

“Cosmopolitanism and the Local” 
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Workshops 

Shimla Workshop 

Indian Institute of Advanced Study 

Shimla, India 

August 9-10, 2016 
 

The main theme of this workshop was the 

changing perception of history of science as 

the field responds to a changing world. The 

idea of a single origin of science is gradually 

getting replaced by stories of multiple 

origins, dialogues between cultures and 

formation of communication networks. The 

goal of this workshop is to explore such 

themes by relating them to the idea of ‘cosmopolitanism’. Is it possible to construct a non-

hierarchical history of science? How can a history of science be narrated which simultaneously 

pays attention to local histories as well as trans-local exchanges involving a diversity of objects 

and crosses national and civilizational boundaries? How does the frame of cosmopolitanism 

help us understand these themes better? The comparative asymmetries between regions of 

the world also lead to new questions about concepts such as science, authority, state and 

identity. 

 

See here for a list of presenters and papers and here for reflections from Urmila Unnikrishnan, 

a PhD student at Jawaharlal Nehru University.   

 

Organized by Dhruv Raina and co-sponsored by Cosmopolitanism and the Local 
 

 

 

Found in Translation: Cosmopolitics and the Value of Biotech 

York University 

Toronto, Canada 

November 3-5, 2016 

 

This workshop explored the constitutional nature of profound 

biotech change at the fundamental level of constitutional 

rights and the political structures of individuals and 

collectives.  It focused on cosmopolitan and biocapital 

perspectives on translation, exploring how tacit reliance on 

certain notions of value, epistemology, and global 

governance institutions transform, as science and reason 

travel between lab and market, lab and universities, market 

and society and vice versa. Another concern was the 

translation of biocapital and making value out of biomedical 

research, including its translation from lab to benchmark and 

https://cosmolocal.org/2016/08/10/shimla-workshop-2/
https://cosmolocal.org/2016/09/21/shimla-workshop-reflections/
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benchmark to society, attending to the co-production of moral cosmopolitan worlds. We also 

examined the ways certain cosmopolitan visions and proposals are made and not others, how 

they compose themselves, and through what kinds of translation, invention and ethical 

attention (Jasanoff 2016). Finally, we examined geopolitical translations with links to the 

cosmopolitan argument: What happens when science and reason travel between different 

sites and in different parts of the world? 
 

Dr. Sheila Jasanoff, Pforzheimer Professor of Science and Technology Studies at the Harvard 

Kennedy School, presented the opening keynote.  Her talk was entitled “Modern 

Metamorphoses: Bodies and Subjects in Cosmopolitan Space.” 

 

Organized by Anna Aganthangelou and co-sponsored by York University & Cosmopolitanism 

and the Local. 
 
 
 

 

Our new Researcher of the Month 

feature highlights the work of our 

CosmoLocal partners. They describe 

what motivates their research, what 

projects they are currently working 

on, and how their work connects to 

the idea of cosmopolitanism and the 

local.  
 

 

MAY: Dr. Sundar Sarukkai 

“After my initial work in philosophy of science which primarily drew on both Continental and 

Analytical philosophy, I wrote a book on Indian philosophy and its relation to philosophy of 

science. The reason I did this was because I was struck by the complete absence of non-

European philosophies in philosophy of science as a discipline. This was really odd since Indian 

philosophy has a long and extremely sophisticated tradition of logic as the analysis of 

inference and inferential cognitions.” 

 

JUNE: Dr. Yiftach Fehige, University of Toronto 

“The most exciting aspect about my field of Christianity and science is the interdisciplinary 

nature of most of the major topics. My field allows me to do justice to my strong theological 

inclinations without the constraints that many academic theologians experience.” 

 

AUGUST: Dr. Dhruv Raina, Jawaharlal Nehru University 

“Presently, I am interested in the history of global concepts, and how they circulate – in 

particular I am working on a history of the concept of indigenous knowledge. In a similar vein, 

under the aegis of the CosmoLocal network, I have begun to explore the notion of 

cosmopolitanism and the manner in which it plays itself out in the history of sciences and more 

specifically its relationship to the historiography of sciences.” 
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OCTOBER: Dr. Lesley Cormack, University of Alberta 

“Everything is at stake when different nature knowledge communities come into contact.  This 

is not just of historical interest, however, since we now face a world with very different 

expectations about nature and our role in its manipulation.  This will become more and more 

important as we think our way through reconciliation with indigenous peoples and through 

what needs to happen to save our planet from climate change.” 

 

NOVEMBER: Dr. Arun Bala, University of Toronto 

“In both my studies of the astronomical revolution of the 17th century, and the quantum 

revolution of the 20th century, I have tried to show how local traditions of knowledge and 

epistemology from various cultural traditions enrich the cosmopolitan heritage of modern 

science and its philosophy.” 
 

 

Lectures & Public Talks 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Arun Bala presented “Explaining the Rise of Modern Science: A Connective History?” at Duke 

University, Oct. 13.  He also gave a talk entitled “The Scientific Revolution: Rethinking its Origins” 

at the University of King’s College on Nov. 14.  It’s been a busy fall for Dr. Bala – check out the 

publication section for news about his other projects! 

 

Sundar Sarukkai presented “Science, Philosophy, and Non-Western Traditions of Knowledge” 

at York University, Nov. 7, in connection with the York Centre for Asian Research. 
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Outreach Events 
 

Winter 2017 
“Knowing Infinity: Srinivasa Ramanujan and East-West Encounters in Mathematics” 
 

The recent film The Man Who Knew Infinity (2015) has prompted renewed interest in the life of 

Indian mathematician Srinivasa Ramanujan (1887-1920).  Ramanujan had little formal 

mathematics training but nonetheless had an impressive influence in the mathematics world 

despite a short career. 

 

In partnership with the Indian Subcontinent Students Association at Dalhousie University, the 

History of Science and Technology programme at the University of King’s College, and the 

Mathematics Department at Dalhousie University, Cosmopolitanism and the Local is planning 

a series of events about Ramanujan.  These events will highlight his contribution to 

mathematics, his successful mathematical collaboration with English mathematician G.H. 

Hardy, and how his spiritual/religious background contrasted with the materialist/ rationalist 

culture of the west.  This public series of events will include a screening of the film The Man Who 

Knew Infinity, as well as a talk by a Ramanujan scholar and a panel discussion regarding 

Ramanujan’s life and work.  More details coming soon – check the website for updates! 

 

 

 

Publication News         Resources 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations 

to Arun Bala, 

whose book 

Complementarity 

Beyond Physics: 

Niels Bohr’s 

Parallels, is being 

published with 

Palgrave 

Macmillan this 

November! 
 
 

 

Check out our Links page for 

new job postings, funding 

opportunities, events, 

conferences, and journal 

CFPs.  

 
This page also contains useful 

funding links to scholarships 

and essay competitions for 

graduate students and 

postdoctoral researchers. 
 

http://cosmolocal.org/resources/links-to-other-groups-and-activities/
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About Us  

 
Officially launched in late summer 2014 and generously funded by the Social Sciences and 

Humanities Research Council of Canada Partnership Development Grant, “Cosmopolitanism 

and the Local in Science and Nature” is a three year project that aims to establish a research 

network on “Cosmopolitanism” in science. It closely examines the actual types of negotiations 

that go into the making of science and its culture within an increasingly globalized landscape. 

This Partnership is both about “cosmopolitanism and the local” and is, at the same time, 

cosmopolitan and local. 
 

 

 

CONTACT US 

University of King’s College, Halifax, Nova Scotia 
SituSci@dal.ca 
www.cosmolocal.org 

Or find us on: 

Facebook 

Twitter 

Youtube 

 

 

Have some 
upcoming events 

related to the 
history or 

philosophy of 
science and 
technology? 

E-mail us! 
 

http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/home-accueil-eng.aspx
http://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/home-accueil-eng.aspx
www.cosmolocal.org
https://www.facebook.com/Cosmopolitanism-and-the-Local-in-Science-Nature-799557170095658/?fref=photo
https://www.facebook.com/Cosmopolitanism-and-the-Local-in-Science-Nature-799557170095658/?fref=photo
https://twitter.com/cosmo__local
https://twitter.com/cosmo__local
https://www.youtube.com/user/cosmolocalscience/videos
https://www.youtube.com/user/cosmolocalscience/videos

